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Title Message from the Conference of Five Regions with World
Natural Heritage Sites Expo 2025 Osaka

Preamble

On May 6th and today, June 5th, we, the Conference of Five Regions with World Natural
Heritage Sites, showcased the captivating features and characteristics of each Natural Heritage
Site in Japan through sound, visuals, and discussions here at the Expo 2025 Osaka. As we
conclude this event, we wish to share a message not only with everyone in Japan but also with
the international community.

Three decades ago, Yakushima and Shirakami-Sanchi became the first World Heritage
Sites in Japan, introducing new momentum centered on ecosystems and biodiversity into
the consciousness of the Japanese people. This shift provided an opportunity to express the
traditional Japanese view of nature in words, which are known today as symbiosis, recycling-
oriented, and a nature-centric culture. that has deep roots in Japan. At the Expo 2005 Aichi, a
clear direction for achieving these goals was outlined under the theme of Nature's Wisdom.
Since then, the world has changed dramatically, with the global environment facing a crisis and
divisions deepening. Humanity now finds itself at a critical crossroads. In recent years, a nature-
positive concept has emerged as a global goal, aiming to halt the degradation of the foundation
of human survival and socio-economics and to restore it to a path of recovery. As we have all
recognized during this event, communities within Japan s World Heritage Sites have long
coexisted with, protected, and nurtured nature as an integral part of their daily lives. Today,
as global values are beginning to align with those long held by the residents of Japan's World
Heritage regions, we continue striving to balance nature conservation with economic activity—
and further, to create a virtuous cycle between them. In this effort, cooperation among citizens
and even cross-border collaboration are becoming increasingly important. We believe that our
endeavors to date can serve as a model, it will guide humanity—now at a crossroads—toward
making the right choices and taking meaningful action.

This message aims to clarify the foundational understanding we hope you will consider when
envisioning humanity s future over the next 30 years. We look forward to receiving positive
feedback on this message from around the world.

The Message

—The first life forms that appeared on this planet have undergone repeated
evolution and extinction over four billion years, resulting in a diverse range of
approximately ten million species. For much of history, humanity has harmonized
with the ecological rhythms of all living beings, fostering a balance through
diverse cultures rooted in nature.

—The revolutionary advances in science and technology that have occurred in
modern times have brought humanity great productive power. However, this
progress was pursued without realizing that it was a double-edged sword
threatening the natural environment—the very foundation of our existence.

—Now, every member of humanity is called to cultivate an appreciation for nature,
to reflect on our responsibilities, and to bring together our collective wisdom.

— The Conference of Five Regions with World Natural Heritage Sites has shared the
numerous efforts and challenges faced by all five Natural World Heritage Sites in
Japan and has pledged to collaborate in exploring solutions. Through this initiative
and the expansion of our collaborative network, we hope to take significant steps
toward a future where all living things and humanity coexist harmoniously,
fostering a new nature-centered culture that we create together.

This concludes the message from the Conference of Five Regions with World
Natural Heritage Sites at the World Expo.



